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SUMMARY  OP  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  2,182 
Population  4,66 0 
No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied  1,477 
Rateable  Value,  1956  £68,856 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  £269 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Total  Mai c Female  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  popula'bioj^ 


Legitimate  53  29 

Illegitimate  2 1 


24 

1 


11.80 


STILLBIRTHS 

2 11 
DEATHS  (all  causes) 

91  45  46 


.43 

19.53 


Puerperal  and  post  abortive  NIL 
Sepsis  NIL 
Other  Puerperal  causes  N I L 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

(Deaths  under  1 year,  per  1,000  live  births) 

1 18.13 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

(all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Measles 
(all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Whooping 
Gough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
(under  2 years) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

4 

3 

7 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 
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Health  .Area  Office, 
LAUNCESTON. 


To:  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 

the  Borough  of  Dunheved,  otherwise  Launceston 


November,  1957 


Mr  Mayor,  Aldermen,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annuel  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  195&. 

The  number  of  deaths  was  higher  than  for  the  previous  year  and  the  number  of 
births  showed  a decrease,  the  adverse  balance  of  deaths  over  births  being  continued. 
Heart  disease  was  once  again  the  commonest  cause  of  death,  while  vascular  lesions  of  the 
central  nervous  system  and  other  circulatoi'y  disease  took  second  and  third  places.  One 
infant  died  in  the  first  year  of  life.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  but  no  fatal  cases  were  recorded.  No  cases  of  diphtheria  and  no 

cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified.  The  Ministry  of  Health  introduced  a limited 
scheme  of  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 


Plymouth  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the  Borough  during  the  year  and  held 
sessions  for  the  general  public. 

With  regard  to  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough,  approval  in  principle 
was  given  for  the  work  of  modernising  the  St,  Leonard’s  Sewage  Works  following  a Ministry 
inquiry,  A start  was  made  on  the  Borough's  slum  clearance  programme.  A further 
increase  in  the  amount  of  meat  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  continued  the  need  for  much 
overtime  work  on  the  part  of  the  Council's  Public  Health  Inspector  to  ensure  adequate 
inspection.  New  legislation  with  regard  to  food  came  into  effect  during  the  year,  and 
the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  laid  down  more  specific  standards  with  regard  to  food 
and  catering  premises  and  practices  than  had  previously  been  the  case. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation)  Act,  195^  changed  the  familiar 
title  to  that  of  Public  Health  Inspector.  The  old  name  had  come  to  be  associated  with 
a rather  more  narrow  and  restricted  field  of  work  than  her  been  the  case  for  some  con- 
siderable time  and  the  new  title  expresses  the  modern  view  of  the  wider  a.spect  of  this 
work. 


I must  express  my  thanks  to  Mr  G.E.  Gifford,  the  Committee's  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  all  aspects  of  our  work  and  in  the  preparation 
of  this  report.  I am  grateful  to  the  Cornell’s  other  departments  for  their  willing  co- 
operation, The  General  Medical  Practitioners  have  given  every  co-operation  and  my 
thanks  are  due  to  then. 

It  is  a pleasure,  once  again,  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and  encour- 
agement I have  received  from  the  members  of  the  Council  and,  in  particular,  from  the 
Chairmen  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  PATERSON 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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AREA  (in  acres)  2,182.  This  ancient  Borough  is  the  natural  centre  of  the  agricultural 
community  in  North  Cornwall  and  adjoining  parts  of  Devon.  It  has  important  markets  and 
some  light  industry. 

POPULATION  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for  the  mid-year  1956  to  be 
4,660,  a decrease  of  10  in  the  population  for  the  previous  year.  The  ’’natural  increase" 
in  the  population  is  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  In  1956  there  were  36  fewer  births 
than  deaths. 

DE/YTHS  - The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  Borough  for  the  year  was  91  compared 
with  8 5 in  1955 • The  crude  death  rate,  based  on  the  mid-year  population  was  19 • 53  compared 
with  18.20  in  the  previous  year.  The  following  table  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  with 
previous  years: 


Years 

Total 

Made 

Female 

Recorded  Rate 

1952 

67 

34 

33 

14.76 

1953 

95 

40 

55 

20.54 

1954 

96 

51 

45 

20.60 

1955 

85 

30 

55 

18.20 

1956 

91 

45 

46 

19.53 

In  order  to  compare  the  mortality  in  the  District  with  the  mortality  for  England  and 
Wales  it  is  necessary  to  make  a correction  to  allow  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distri- 
bution of  the  two  populations.  This  is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the 
District  an  "area  comparability  factor"  which  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  as 
0.51  for  this  Borough. 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  9*96  which  nay  be  compared  with  that  of 
11.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS  - The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  Borough  was  55  compared  with  59  in  1955° 
The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  11.80.  when  the  Registrar  General's  ire  a 
Comparability  Pa.c tor  for  births  (l.07)  is  applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth 
Rate  of  12.62  for  this  Borough  compares  with  15.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

STILLBIRTHS  - The  number  of  stillbirths  during  1956  was  2. 

ILLEGITlM/iTE  BIRTHS  - There  were  2 illegitimate  births  assigned  to  the  Borough  during  the 
year,  compared  with  none  in  1955* 

1AYTZRNAL  MORTALITY  - No  case  of  death  during  pregnancy  has  been  recorded. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  - The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  their  first  birthday  was 
ONE,  the  cause  of  death  being  prematurity  (28  weeks). 

NOTE:  Vital  Sto.ti3tics.  It  is  Important  that  too  much  weight  should  not  be  attached 
to  small  variations  in  those  rates  from  one  year  to  the  other,  particularly  where  relatively 
small  populations  arc  involved  - attention  should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  these  rates 
over  a period  of  years. 
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MORTALITY  TABLE 


Classified  in  accordance  with  36  headings 
Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Sta 
fications  of  Disease,  Injuries  and  Causes 

based  on  the 
tistical  Classi- 
of  Death,  1948 

Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5- 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6 • 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

- 

- 

- 7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

- 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

- 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus. 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

1 

4 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

17. 

Vascular*  lesions  of  nervous  system 

9 

9 

18 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 

3 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

3 

10 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

7 

10 

22. 

Influenza 

- 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

- 

- 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

12 

17 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

- 

- 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

1 

- 

1 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

36. 

Homicide  .and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

45 


46 


91 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEVLTK  SERVICES 


General  Medical  Services 


General  medical  services  under  Part  IV  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  are 
provided  by  medical  practitioners  resident  in  the  district  and  in  adjoining  districts,  all 
of  whom  undertake  maternity  medical  services. 

County  Council  Services 

I Health  Department:  The  County  Council  is  the  local  health  authority  for  the 

purposes  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946  and  provides  the 

following  services  in  the  district: - 

(a)  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing.  Nurse -midwives  are  provided  to  attend  general 

nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  home. 

(b)  Health  Visiting.  The  nurse  midwives  act  also  as  health  visitors  and,  with 
special  training  in  the  care  of  the  mother  and  young  child,  are  available  to 
give  advice  on  health  natters  in  the  hone  or  at  the  clinic.  They  act  also 
as  school  nurses. 

(c)  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  A fortnightly  Inf' ant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  at  the 
Health  Clinic,  Launceston. 

(d)  Dental  Clinic.  Priority  dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  pre-school  children  is  available  at  the  Dental  Clinic  at  the  Health 
Clinic,  Launceston. 

(e)  Vaccination  and  immunisation.  Facilities  for  vaccination  against  smallpox 
and  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  are  provided  at  the 
Infant  Welfare  Clinic  or  by  the  supply  of  materials  to  the  family  doctor. 

(f)  Home  Help  Service.  Hone  helps  are  employed  to  provide  domestic  help  for 
households  in  certain  circumstances,  a charge  being  made  for  this  service 
according  to  the  means  of  the  person  concerned, 

(g)  .ambulance  Service.  A service  of  ambulances  for  the  conveyance  of  sick, 
accident  and  emergency  cases  is  provided.  For  sitting  cases  utilecon 

sitting  case  vehicles  arc  used.  When  appropriate,  some  such  cases  are 
carried  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service,  a voluntary  organisation.  Day-to-day 
administration  of  the  service  is  carried  out  from  the  Health  urea  Office, 
Launceston. 

(h)  Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  uftor-Carc.  A full-time  tuberculosis  health 
visitor  is  provided  for  the  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculous  persons. 
District  nurses  are  available  to  assist  in  the  treatment  of  such  persons  whe; 
required  by  the  Chest  Physician  or  family  doctor.  Certain  special  investi- 
gations are  carried  out  in  other  types  of  illness  by  district  health  visitor 
while  health  education  is  carried  out  by  the  County's  medical  and  nursing 
staff. 
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(j)  Mental  Health.  The  County  Council  has  certain  responsibilities  in 
connection  with  the  ascertainment  of  mental  ill-health  and  mental 
deficiency,,  with  the  xurovision  of  statutory  supervision,  etc.  for 
mental  defectives  living  in  the  community,  and  with  the  provision  of 
after-care  following  treatment  for  mental  illness.  The  Duly 
authorised  Officer  for  the  district  works  from  the  Health  Area  Office 
Launceston* 

II  Education  Department,  ns  local  education  authority,  the  County  Council  is 
resiDonsible  for  the  School  Health  Service,  which  provides  the  following: 

Periodic  Medical  Inspection  of  pupils. 

Cleanliness  Surveys  of  pupils. 

Dental  Inspection  and  treatment  of  pupils. 

Ascertainment  of  handicapped  pupils  in  need  of 
special  education. 

Treatment  Clinics,  Health  Clinic  Launceston: - 

Dental  Clinic  by  appointment,  except  Wednesday 
or  Thursday. 

Speech  Therapy  each  Friday  afternoon. 

Child  Guidance,  by  arrangement  at  Plymouth  Child 
Guidance  Clinic* 

III  Welfare  Department.  This  service  is  concerned  with  the  welfare  of  the 
aged,  and  with  that  of  various  categories  of  handicapped  persons.  It  is 
concerned  also  with  the  provision  of  temporary  accommodation  in  certain 
circumstances  for  persons  in  urgent  need  thereof.  The  welfare  Officer 
for  the  district  works  from  the  Health  ire a Office,  Launceston. 

Hospital  Services. 

The  South  Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  the  hospital  authority  for 
the  area. 

Launceston  Hosj^ital  provides  in-patient  and  out-patient  facilities  in  the 
district.  Patients  are  referred  also  to  hospitals  in  Plymouth  and  else- 
where. Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the  Scott  Isolation 
Hospital,  Plymouth,  and  tuberculosis  patients  to  Didworthy  and  Tehicly 
Sanatoria.  Mental,  hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  St. Lawrence*  s 
Hospital  and  Laninval  House,  Bodmin  and  Moorfields  Hospital,  Ivybridge, 
Deyon. 

An  Orthojoaedic  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launceston  and 
a Physiotherapy  Clinic  at  Tavistock  Hospital.  The  Chest  Clinic  is  held 
at  Launceston  Hospital.  An  Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  school  and  pre-school 
children  is  held  periodically  at  the  Launceston  Health  Clinic.  A 
specialist  Ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  the  Launceston  Health  Clinic  each 
week. 


Laboratory  Facilities 


These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Plymouth  to  which 
specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent. 


WATER  SUPPLIES 
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SMITi'iRY  CIRCUMSTAHCES  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


Launceston  obtains  its  water  supply  from  an  upland  surf  ace  catchment  area  at  Bray 
Down  on  Bodmin  Moor.  The  small  enclosure  and  filter  hc-ds  together  with  the  trunk  main 
were  constructed  in  1897  there  has  been  little  alteration  since  that  time. 

The  main  source  of  water  at  the  point  of  collection  is  the  open  moorland  stream,  part 
of  which  is  diverted  to  the  filter  beds.  There  are,  however,  four  land  springs  which 
have  been  piped  together  and  which  enter  the  main  below  the  filter  bed.  This  source  is, 
therefore,  not  filtered. 

Whilst  the  catchment  area  is  almost  devoid  of  human  habitation,  there  is  considerable 
animal  life,  ponies,  sheep  and  cattle  being  continually  present.  The  supply  is  sufficient 
and  during  the  winter  months  the  Borough  can  be  supplied  from  the  land  springs  only,  the 
stream  not  being  utilized.  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  use  boti*  sources  during  the 
summer • 

The  water  is  acid  in  character,  the  pH  being  5*8  to  6,  and  this  causes  considerable 
corrosion  and  deposit  in  the  trunk  main.  Scraping  by  water  ferret  is  carried  out  from 
time  to  time  in  order  to  maintain  maximum  throughput. 

On  arrival  at  the  Windmill  Reservoir,  situated  within  the  Borough  boundary,  the 
water  is  treated  with  chlorine  and  ammonia  and  with  silicate  of  soda.  The  dosage  does 
not  vary  with  flow  but  remains  at  a maximum  constant  so  that  insufficient  chlorination  is 
not  possible.  A chemical  sample  carried  out  during  the  year  showed  the  water  to  be  plumbo 
solvent  but  gave  no  indication  that  it  contained  any  undesirable  organic  impurities. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


St. Leonard’s  Sewage  Works  - This  old  sewage  works,  the  condition  of  which  has  given 
rise  to  anxiety  for  several  years  will  shortly  be  subjected  to  large  scale  conversion.  A 
Ministry  Inquiry  was  held  daring  the  year  and  approval  in  principle  given  for  the  work  of 
modernisation  and  the  installation  of  surfc.ce  aeration  plant.  This  should  produce  an 
effluent  suitable  for  innocuous  discharge  into  the  River  Tamar. 

Scame  Sewage  Works  - This  sewage  disposal  plant  was  constructed  by  Service 
Engineers  during  the  last  war.  It  operates  on  the  principle  of  alternate  settling  tanks 
with  a circular  bacteria  bed  and  rotary  distributor. 


Sewers  and  Drains 


All  new  sewers  were  tested  under  pressure  by  means  of  water  or  smoke. 


SAEMHING-  POOL 


h 


The  swimming  pool  at  Coronation  Park  is  provided  with  an  automatic  chlorination 
dosing  unit.  The  water  is  also  treated  by  a circulating  filter  and  by  dosage  with  alum 
and  3oda.  The  Childrens'  Paddling  Bool  is  supplied  with  water  treated  by  the  swimming 
bath  installation.  Pour  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were  declared  to 
free  from  organisms. 


O] 
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HSINFECTION 


Current  and  terminal  disinfection  "by  means  of  gaseous  and  liquid  disinfectants  is 
tarried  out  in  homes  where  certain  infectious  diseases  are  notified.  Pour  terminal  dis- 
nfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

I SINFEST  ATION 


Disinfestation  of  premises  is  carried  out  when  required.  Three  premises  were  treated 
or  flea,  infestation  "but  no  cases  of  bed  bug  infestation  have  been  reported. 


UBLIC  CLEANSING 


Bi-weekly  collections  are  made  of  household  refuse,  and  weekly  collections  made  of 
efuse  and  salvage  from  trade  premises.  Thirty  seven  tons  fifteen  hundredweights  of  waste 
aper  were  sold  during  the  year. 

DDENT  CONTROL 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  net  1949 


Type  of  Property 


Council 

Dwellings 

Agricultural 

Business 

TOTAL 

>tal  of  properties  in  Borough 

10 

1,388 

34 

599 

2,031 

ispection  on  complaint 

2 

22 

- 

13 

37 

>utine  Inspections 

•operties  found  to  be  infested 

8 

53 

18 

278 

357 

by  rats  Major 

- 

- 

- 

Minor 

’operties  found  to  be  infested. 

1 

11 

11 

23 

by  nice 

1 

9 

- 

12 

22 

tal  number  of  infested  properties 

2 

20 

5 

23 

45 

Main  sewers  were  test  baited  during  May  1956  at  forty  three  points.  No  bait  was  taken 
dicating  the  absence  of  rat  colonies.  No  notices  were  served  under  the  Prevention  of 
mage  by  Pests  Let, 

Poisons  used:  Warfarin  91bs  2ozs. 

Zinc  Phosphide  8ozs. 

i .arsenic  NIL 

1 treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  after  investigation  by  the  Public 
alth  Inspector. 


HOUSING 
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In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  of  23rd  November  1955,  details  or 
Housing  Matters  in  the  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  need  no  longer  be  included 
since  full  details  are  submitted  quarterly  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 

It  may  be  of  interest,  however , to  sta.te  that  a.  start  was  made  on  the  declared  pro- 
gramme of  Slum  Clearance.  During  1955  Closing  Orders  under  Section  10  of  the  Local 
Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953  were  ma.de  on  five  houses  with  a view  to 
future  demolition.  A further  seven  houses  were  demolished  and  orders  requiring  demoli- 
tion have  been  served- on  the  owners  of  a further  two  houses. 

Detailed  surveys  of  areas  were  carried  out  with  a view  to  Clearance  in  the  near  future 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Classified  Number  of  Food 

Premises  in 

the  Are a 

Type  of  Promises 

No. 

Visits 

Defects  Found 

Defects  Remedied. 

Butchers 

12 

39 

3 

3 

Bakehouses 

2 

4 

- 

- 

Bakers  * Shops 

4 

3 

~ 

- 

Cafes  and  Hotels 

12 

36 

6 

6 

Dairies 

4 

18 

1 

1 

Egg  Packing  Stations 

2 

3 

- 

- 

Fish  & Chip  Shops 

3 

8 

1 

— 

Fish  Shops 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Greengrocers 

7 

6 

2 

2 

Grocers 

23 

47 

2 

2 

Poultry  Dressing  Stations 

4 

3 

1 

1 

Pork  Butchers 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Sweet  Factories 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Slaughterhouses 

4 

26 

2 

2 

(ii)  Classified  Number  of  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 

Drugs  Act  1955  or  under  Local  Acts,  and  the  Number  of  Dairies  Registered  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  194-9  to  1954 ■ 

No 

Premises  Registered  for  Sausage  Manufacturing  etc.  7 

Premises  Registered  for  Storage  & Sale  of  Ice  Cream  20 

Promises  Registered  an  Dairies  4 

(iii)  Inspection  of  Re;  istered  Food  Premises 

The  following  inspections  of  Registered  Food  Premises  were  carried  out:- 


Sausage  Making  Establishments 

43 

Dairies 

18 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

20 

Fish  oc  Chip  Shops 

8 = TOTAL  89 

I 
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It  was  necessary  to  serve  five  informal  notices,  three  of  which  were  for  the  pro- 
vision of  additional  washing  and  toilet  facilities  in  accordance  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  1 955  • The  .remaining  two  were  in  connection  with  lack  of  cleanliness. 

( iv)  Educational  Activities 

Lectures  have  been  given  to  organisations  and  to  Staffs  of  establishments  visited  on 
the  subject  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Food  Handling  in  general.  propaganda 
posters  and  leaflets  have  been  distributed  to  all  food  businesses. 

(v)  Condemned  Food 

Condemned  canned  food  is  dealt  with  by  incineration  at  the  Council's  Refuse  Tip 

(vi)  Special  Examination  of  Large  Food  Consignments 

No  large  consignment  of  food  has  necessitated  special  examination  or  large  scale 
condemnation . 

( vii)  Ice  Cream  ( Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  1947  - 52 

No  Ice  Cream  is  produced  in  the  Borough  of  Launceston. 

19  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the 
year,  with  the  following  results: - 

Grade  I Grade  II  Grade  III 

16  2 1 

(viii)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  ~ 1956 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  a survey  of  all  Food 
Premises  was  carried  uut  and  each  proprietor  was  informed  of  what  alterations,  improve- 
ments and  additions  were  necessary  in  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements.  A ready 
response  was  forthcoming  and  by  the  end  of  the  yean-  the  following  new  fittings  had  been 
installed  as  well  as  repairs  and  improvements  outlined  at  the  time  of  inspection: - 

Constant  Hot  'Water  systems  27 

Fixed  Wash  Hand  Basins.  26 

Belfast  Type  sides  8 

Sanitary  Conveniences  2 

Clothing  Lockers  4 

This  was  almost  a complete  response.  One  request  by  a grocery  business  for  an 
Exemption  Certificate  with  regard  to  washing  facilities  was  refused.  No  such  certificates 
have  been  granted  in  the  Borough, 

In  response  to  a request  from  traders  who  feared  offending  their  customers  by 
excluding  dogs  from  their  premises,  the  following  notice  was  distributed  to  all  food 
shops  for  exhibition  in  a prominent  place:- 
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NOTICE 

THE  PROPRIETOR  OP  THIS  ESTABLIStMilJT  IS  BOUND  El  LAW  TO 
PROTECT  FOODSTUFFS  PROM  RISK  OP  CONTilllNATION.  THE 
PUBLIC  ARE  THEREEPOIffi  REQUESTED  NOT  TO  BRING  DOGS  INTO 
THESE  PREMISES. 

SIGNED 

MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH 

(ix)  Milk  and  Cream 

Two  premises  were  registered  as  Dairies  during  the  year  Bringing  the  total  to  four. 
Milk  is  sold  from  only  two  of  those  estaBlishments  But  loose  cream  is  sold  from  the  two 
newly  registered  ones,  thus  necessitating  their  classification  as  Dairies. 

Two  distributors  of  milk  operate  from  outside  the  Borough,  one  Being  a Producer 
Retailer  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  the  other  selling  Undesignated  Milk. 


The  following  Milk  Samples  wore  taken  during  the  year:- 


Passed  Methylene 
Blue  Test 

TUBERCULIN  TESTED 

Failed  Methylene 

Blue  Test 

5 

1 

PASTEURISED 

Passed  Methylene 

Felled  Methylene 

Blue  Test 

Blue  Test 

6 

NIL 

UNDESIGNATED 


Two  samples  of  Undesignated  (Raw)  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
Biological  Test  and  were  reported  to  Be  free  from  Tuberculosis. 

(x)  Unsound  Pood 

Thirteen  visits  were  paid  in  order  to  condemn  canned  and  other  foodstuffs. 

(xi)  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 


There  was  a total  increase  in  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  in  195°  of  28,024 
indicating  a rise  of  59  »4/^  and  bringing  the  number  killed  to  75,102  made  up  as  follows:- 


Bovine s 

4,363 

Increased  by 

420 

Calves 

7,584 

It 

4,413 

Sheep 

39,610 

tt 

17,745 

Pigs 

23,545 

It 

5,446 

75,102 

28,024 
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The  bulk  of  sheep,  pigs  and  calves  arc  slaughtered  for  the  London  Market. 

C.ysticercus  Bovis 

This  parasite,  the  developmental  stage  of  the  human  tapeworm  was  detected  in  eighteen 
cases  during  the  year.  This  gives  an  incidence  of  0.41$  as  compared  with  0,989$  in  1955 
and  1.3$  in  1954*  There  were  no  cases  of  generalisation  and  carcases  were  released  for 
human  consumption  after  cold  storage  treatment  for  less  than  20  degrees  Fahrenheit  for  twenty 
one  days.  Careful  supervision  is  maintained  over  the  refrigeration  trea.tment  of  carcases 
brought  to  Launceston  from  other  areas  where  they  have  been  examined  and  found  to  be  affected 
with  Cysticercus  Lovis. 

Twenty  two  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  granted  during  the  year. 

No  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  occurred  during  the  year. 

For  details  of  cattle  inspected  and  condemned,  see  Table  IV. 
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PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OP  THE  FACTORIES 


ACT  1537 < for 

the  year  1956 

Factories  Act  1937 

and  1948 

Type 

Number 

Inspectiona 

Notice a 

Factories  without 

8 

3 

NIL 

power 

Factories  with  power 

62 

28 

5 

TOTAL 

70 

31 

5 

Defects  Found  and  Remedied 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accommodation  2 

Defective  or  un.suito.Dle  sanitary  accommodation  2 

Lack  of  Cleanliness  __1_ 

TOTAL  5 


Classified  List  of  Registered  Factories  at  31»12<>36 

Nature  of  Business.  Power 


Non-Power 


Agricultural.  Implement  Repairs 

Boot-making  and  Repair 

Bread  and  Confectionery 

Boiled  Sugar  Sweets 

Brushes 

Cabinet  Making 

Concrete  Block  Manufacturing 

Dresses  and  Millinery 

Egg  Grading  and  Packing 

Electrical  Engineering  and  Repairs 

Electrical  Station 

Hide  Salting  and  Dressing 

Joinery 

Laundry 

Letter  Press  Printing 

Monumental  Masons 

Motor  Body  Painters 

Motor  Body  Builders 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairing 

Plumbing 

Provender 

Pho  tographer 

Poultry  Slaughterhouses 

Radio  Repairs 

Rope  Splicing 

Saddlery 

Sawmills 

Seed  Dressing 

Sausage  Making 

SI aught orhou s e 

Tailoring 

Upholstery 

Watch  cc  Clock  Repairs 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

13 

3 

1 

1 

3 

1 


1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i 


1 

2 


l 


l 


1 

2 


) 
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Nature  of  Business 


Power 


Non-Power 


Wool  grading 


1 


TOTAL  62 


8 


Number  of  Outworkers  - 2 

The  premises  of  two  outworkers  engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  were  inspected 
and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

Three  premises  were  inspected  for  this  purpose  and  after  modification  in  two  cases  of 
existing  exits.  Certificates  of  adequate  Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Eire  were  issued. 
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PRBViJxMCE  OF  i_ND  CONTROL  OVER,  IIHBCTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISUSES 


4' 


Measles.  An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  year,  151  cases  being  notified. 

The  epidemic  was  of  short  duration,  the  majority  of  the  cases  occurring  in  February  and 
March,  79  in  the  former  month  and  64  in  the  latter.  The  disease  appears  to  have  been 
of  a straightforward  type  and  no  deaths  were  recorded. 

This  disease  occurs  in  towns  in  epidemic  form  at  two-yearly  intervals,  the 
last  epidemic  in  Launceston  occurring  in  1953  when  164  cases  were  notified.  There  is 
no  means  of  active  immunisation  against  measles  and,  as  the  disease  is  most  infectious 
before  the  appearance  of  the  rash,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  check  its 
spread.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  epidemic  docs  not  come  to  an  end  until  the  large 
majority  of  susceptibles  have  had  the  infection. 

Diphtheria.  No  cases  occurred  during  the  year*  68  children  received  a complete  course 
of  immunisa.tion  against  diphtheria  during  1956.  Most  of  these  children  were  immunised 
by  means  of  the  combined  diphtheria-whooping  cough  prophylactic,  or  by  the  newer  triple 
antigen  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  (lockjaw)  which  was  brought  into 
use  during  the  year. 

Who  oping  Cough.  8 cases  were  notified  d\ring  the  year,  all  children,  of  whom  two  had 
been  immunised. 

Acu t e Pol ioiny el i t i s . No  cases  of  this  infection  were  notified  in  1956.  A scheme  of 
vaccineption  against  the  disease  was  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year. 
This  was  operated  by  the  County  Council,  parents  of  children  bom  between  1st  January 
1947  and  31st  December  1954  being  asked  to  register  their  children  for  vaccination.  As 
the  supply  of  vaccine  was  very  small,  children  to  receive  vaccination  were  chosen  by 
month  of  birth  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry.  Vaccination  was 
carried  out  at  Launceston  Health  Clinic  in  May,  June  and  December,  22  children  receiving 
a complete  course.  No  undue  reactions  to  the  vaccination  were  reported. 

Food  Poisoning,  in  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  occurred  in  December  at  a local  hospital, 
20  causes  among  patients  and  staff,  out  of  a total  at  risk  of  94,  being  reported.  While 
symptoms  were  in  general  mild  and  short-lived,  there  was  one  death,  that  of  an  aged, 
bedridden  patient.  The  cause  of  death,  after  autopsy,  was  given  as  bacterial  f 00 d 
poisoning,  due  to  an  organism  known  as  Clostridium  7/elchii.  This  organism  was  not 
recovered  from  faecal  specimens  obtained  from  other  persons  affected,  although  from  four 
of  these  another  organism,  capable  of  causing  food  poisoning  by  its  toxins,  was  identi- 
fied. The  symptoms  of  the  outbreak,  however,  did  not  correspond  with  those  produced  by 
the  latter  organism.  Bacteriological  investigation  of  samples  of  food  were  also 
negative,  but  unfortuna.tely  samples  of  most  of  the  food  eaten  a.t  the-  principal  meals  on 
the  day  of  the  outbreak  were  not  ob teJnable.  The  standard  of  hygiene  obtaining  in  the 
kitchen  and  food  stores  was  excellent  but,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  hospital  is  an  old 
building,  some  undesirable  features  in  the  design  and  layout  of  the  kitchen  were  noted. 

It  cannot  be  claimed  that  the  souxoe  of  the  outbreak  was  discovered,  but,  as 
Clostridium  Welchii  is  a normal  inhabitant  of  the  intestinal  canal  of  man,  the  need  for 
scrupulous  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  all  those  concerned  with  the  handling  of  food  is 
once  again  underlined. 


The  hospital  authorities  gave  every  co-operation  and  assistance  in  the 
investigations  into  the  outbreak. 


50  primary  va.ccinations  and  6 re- 
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Smallpox.  Wo  case  was  reported  during  the  year. 
va.ccinations  were  carried  out. 


Tuberculosis. 

Males  Females 


Cases  on  Register 
51.12.55 

No. of  cases  notified 
during  year 
Cases  restored 
Inward  Transfers 
Cases  Removed 


Total  on  Register  12  6 18  2 

31.12.56  

No  action  was  found  to  he  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  in  connection  with  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
1936,  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  patient 
and  the  County  Council  for  the  prevention  of  spread  of  the  disease  and  after-care  of  the 
patient . 

Out-patients  end  contents  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  (Dr  llellor)  at  the 
Chest  Clinic  at  Launceston  Hospital.  The  County  Council  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
attends  the  Clinic,  follows  up  the  patients  in  their  homes,  traces  contents  and  sources 
of  infection  and  thus  acting  an  a most  valuable  and  essential  "liaison  officer"  between 
the  curative  and  preventive  services,  bridges  a.  most  alarming  administrative  gap.  All 
susceptible  contacts  of  known  cases  in  the  Borough  arc  offered  B.C.G-. vaccination  and 
the  majority  avail  themselves  of  this  method  of  protection. 


Pul, 


Non. Pul. 


17 

1 

2 

O 

O 


Pul. 


Non. Pul 


13 

1 


5 

1 


The  County  Council's  scheme  for  B.C.G. Vaccination  of  susceptible  school  leavers 
was  continued  during  the  year,  again  with  an  excellent  response. 

Plymouth  Hass  Radiography  Unit 

Plymouth  Mass  Radiography  unit  visited  Launceston  during  the  period  12th  - loth 
March,  when  sessions  were  held  for  the  general  public.  This  form  of  examination  is  of 
value  in  the  detection  of  tuberculosis  in  an  early  stage,  and  is  offered  on  a confiden- 
tial basis. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr  Geoffrey  Sheers,  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Unit,  for  the 
following  statistics:  - 
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Number  examined 

Number  examined  on  large  films 

Number  examined  clinically 


Male 

Female 

Total 

fo 

638 

802 

1,440 

33 

27 

60 

4.1 

13 

7 

20 

1.3 

INCIDENCE  OP  DISEASE 


A.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

1.  Newly  discovered  significant  cases 

Per  thous* 

Active  1 .69 

Observation  7 .48 

2 . Inactive  10 

B*  Other  conditions. 


Silico/Tuberculosis  2 
Radiation  fibrosis  1 
Earners 1 lung  1 
Sarcoidosis  1 
Benign  intrathor- 

acic  new  growth  1 
Bronchiectasis  1 
Co  arc  t action  of  aorta  1 
Pulmonary  fibrosis  1 


Pleural  thickening  5 
Bronchitis  & asthma.  2 
Acquired  cardio- 
vascular disease  2 
Hiatus  hernia  1 

Bony  abnormality  1 


Age  and  sex  analysis  of  newly  discovered  significant  cases  (group  I above) 


-15  15-24  25-34  35-44  4 5-59  60 

Male  2 3 

Female  - - - 1 1 1 


The  public  response  was  satisfactory,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the- 
survey  included  a large  part  of  the  Launceston  Rural  District,  and  the  figures  include 
both  Borough  and  Rural  District  residents* 


- 16  - 

TALLE  I 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Age  and  Sox  Distribution  of  Cases 
_ and  Deaths,  I 356 

NEW  CixSES  DEATHS 

Pul. Other  Pul , Other 


M 

F 

M F 

M E 1 

J E 

Age  Group a 


0 - 
1 - 

— — 

— — 

5 - 

15  - 
20  - 
23  " 

35  - 
45  - 
55  - 

65  and  over 

Age  unknown 

iii 

1 H I 

III-1 

III 

- 

- - 

1 I H 1 1 1 

1 I 1 ! 1 1 

flfl 

1 I 1 1 1 1 

1 I 1 1 1 1 

[ 

1 

1 

_ _ 

TABLE  II 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Yean 

Estimated  Population 

Summary  for  previous  years 

Births 

No.  Crude  Rate 

Deaths 

Under  1 year 

No.  Infant 

mortality 

Rate 

All  ages 

No • Crude 
Death 
Rate 

1952 

4537 

60  13*22 

NIL 

NIL 

67  14.76 

1953 

4623 

57  12.33 

NIL 

NIL 

95  20.54 

1954 

4660 

62  13.30 

NIL 

NIL 

96  20.60 

1955 

4670 

59  12.63 

1 

16.95 

85  18.20 

1936 

4S6Q 

55  11.80 

1 

18.18 

91  19.53 
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TAELD  III 

Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


'Whooping  Cough 

Measlea 

Pneumonia 


Food  Poisoning 


Jon.  Feb.  Mon.  Apr  .May  June  July  Aug,  Sept,  Oct,  Nov.  i)>,c.  TOTAL 

--1-2112-  1 8 

1 79  64  3 3 - - 1 - 151 

------1-  - 1 

- ~ - 20  20 


1 79  65  3 5 1 1 4 


21  180 
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TALLE  IV 


) 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  raid  condemned,  in  whole  or  in  part 

fit  ! 


Cattle  j 
excluding  j 
Cows 

Cows  ' Calves  j 

Sheep  & Lambs 

Pigs  Norse  S- 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

jl537 

277 6 7584 

39 >610 

_2Ia545_[ 

m 

No,  inspected 

— fr~~ 

?!  ft 

“’"Mt  ' 

| If 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticercosis 

1 

i 

4 

15  14 

34 

......  7 

Whole  c creases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

103 

196  5 

41 

33. 

Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuberculo- 
sis or  cysticercosis 

6.74 

j 

7.6  ; 0.25 

0.19 

0.1S 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

i 

19  2 

11 

C° "cases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned. 

33 

134  i 3 

I 

— 

302 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

3.78 

5.5  0.66 

1.33 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

11 

7 i 

; \ 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration 

11 

7 1 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

NIL 

NIL  j NIL 

i 

l 

j 

... 
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Ti  J3IE  ¥ 

NUISANCES  END  DEFECTS  EE2,CEDIED  DURING  THE  YE4R 


Statutory  Notices  Served  5 


Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  .act 

1953  Sect.  10  5 

Informal  Notices  Served  33 


Insufficient  Water  Supply  5 

Defective  Drainage  3 

Defective  Roofs  6 

General  Defects  9 

Insanitary  Conditions  5 

Obstructed  Drainage  3 

Overflowing  Cesspools  2 

Total  Number  of  Complaints  Received  42 

Total  Number  of  Visits  Paid  1644 


